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LETTERS COLONIAL AND REVOLUTIONARY. 

(Selected from the Dreer Collection, Manuscript Division, 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) 

Bill of Thos. Godfrey and Ebe r Tomlinson. 

Philad* F br 29 th 1738 The Measure of Digging and 
hauling of Earth on the South Side of the Western 
Office of the State House, done by Bobert Hinds, 
Thomas Pegler & Thomas Shoomaker dec", we find to 
Contain four hundred seventy eight yards and an half 
Measured by us 

Tho s Godfrey, 
Ebe 1, Tomlinson. 
Measuring 6/ — 

Gov. Robert Dinwiddie to . 



Williamsburg Jan y 11 th 1755. 

Sir 

The Bearer hereof M r Bob* Calender brought me 
your Bill on me for £497—4 — 6. which I immediately 
paid & this Day I received yours of the 8 th & I am 
much of Opinion that you had better meet your As- 
sembly & endeavor to perswade them to grant a fur- 
ther Supply. The Packet by this Bearer was wrote 
some Days ago for M r Wolstenholmes but he is not yet 
come from Hampton to that Letter I pray to be re- 
ferred. The Bearer also brings a Packet from Eng- 
land, which I wish safe to Your Hands. 

The Packets I have from England do not require 
the imediate meeting of our Assembly, as it is chiefly 
to endeavour to get a further Supply of Money which 
I cannot at this Time expect as they could not know 
at Home the last Vote of 20,000. 
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Last Night S r John S' Clair arrived here, in His 
Majesty's Ship Gibraltar & with him two Lieu 1 
Colonels for the two Regiments to be raised to the 
Northward & they propose paying their Respects to 
you soon — Sir John S' Clair is appointed Quarter 
Master General of all the Forces, he & I go to Hamp- 
ton To-morrow Morning to provide an Hospital for 
the Forces expected from Ireland, which he says may 
be daily expected to arrive, On his Return he proposes 
going for Wills 's Creek, to give some Directions for 
building Barracks for receiving the Troops expected. — 

Therefore I conceive it very proper you should send 
your orders to Wills 's Creek, to direct so many People 
as may be wanted to compleat that essential & neces- 
sary Business. 

I find that the two Regiments expected here are to 
be Compleated to 700 men each & a Supply from the 
Recruits raised in these Colonies of 400 men. I have 
agreed with the Bearer for 100 Horses, Saddles, 
Bridles, Belts &c a forty to be delivered at Wills 's 
Creek the first week in Feb y & Sixty the first of March ; 
for which he is to have 10£ pr. Pss. & is to carry two 
hundred weight of Flour upon each Horse to be paid 
at the Market Prices. — 

I wish you Health & Happiness & am 

Sir 

Your most obd' Serv 1 
Rob 1 Dinwiddie. 
P.S. When you draw on me 
for Money I beg the Favour 
of a Letter as they are 
Strangers that bring the 
Notes — 

Alexander Garden to Mrs. John Bartram. 
Madam 

Some Days ago I had the pleasure of your Letter 
and as Mr Bartram dined with me that day I imme- 
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diately delivered yours & your Sons Letters to him, 
He and your Son William are well and sett out this 
morning for Augusta on his way to Florida — He has 
carried with him such warm Letters of recommenda- 
tion from several gentlemen here that I'm persuaded 
he will meet with Every Encouragement & assistance. 
I am in hopes of hearing sometimes from him and if 
I do I will from time to time let you know how he does. 
My wife joins with me in offering our best Respects 
to you and your worthy family & I am with much 
respect 

Madam 

Your most od l & hble sv* 
Alex r Garden. 
August 29 th 1765 
Charlestown 
S° Carolina 

Genl. Samuel Elbert to Col. Lachlan Mcintosh. 

Savannah Septem r 23 d 1776. 
D r Sir 

Your favor & Express I rec d Saturday 5 oClock af- 
ternoon & immediately forwarded the same pr Rose- 
berg Express who returned late this evening with the 
inclosed and tomorrow morning your Express returns. 
I send by him 10 lbs wt. gunpowder lead I suppose the 
party dont want — Your letter to me pr the general 
I never rec'd. till after he left this last Saturday morn- 
ing and then with an appology that he had mislaid it. 
Our Officers meet with no success recruiting amongst 
the N° Carolinians & Virginians, & for a good reason, 
the bounty of Ten dollars we are ordered to pay to 
Commanding Officer of the Corp he belongs to & the 
term of 3 Years sounds long add to this a damned 
notion they have that one in three must die of the 
Fever & ague, this last has been industriously spread 
among them to prevent their joining us by the S° Caro- 
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linians who have got about 100 of them one way or 
other, they enlist for 8 or 10 months & give 25£ Curr 7 
bounty — those arguments were too powerful for Chis- 
holm & Colson — you desire the particulars of the 
Majors affray which I will candidly & Impartially 
give you as related to me by several Gent" of veracity 
who were present — at the Election of Savannah Dele- 
gates the Majors Int' was opposed to the popular, when 
it was thought Votes were pretty equal the others in- 
troduced the Unprecedented practice of Voting by 
Proxy this fired the Major & the more so when Long- 
worthy came & put in a Ballet & declared it was the 
Presidents Vote, [sic] who was known to be in Sun- 
bury, he demand to know if it was Signed by Mr. Bul- 
lock & was answered he might see that when they were 
drawn, & for this Purpose he attended when that Bal- 
let was taken out he (the Major) desired to see it, 
when the deceased Hughes told him he should not see 
it, to whom the Major replied what have you to do with 
it? — as much as you answered the other — the Major 
told him he was an impertinent fellow, on which he 
quit the place where he was and came around the 
crowd and seized the Major by the Throat & threw 
him back on a block when the Major run his Sword 
into his Belly on the Left side, Hughes then called out 
he has killed me & was taken off the Major with the 
Sword in him & died about an Hour after. I am glad 
to find the alarm from your Quarter is nothing — pray 
has the President or me most to fear from Gwinnett 

— I tell him G will be president he tells me G. will 

be Colonel — Mr Weneat has wrote word that he raly 
came home to get the Second Regiment can this be 
possible — 

I wish you & Family Health & Happyness and am 
with my Comp ts to the Lieutenant — D r Sir 

Tour Most obed* Ser 1 
S. Elbert. 
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Brig. Gen. John Cadwdlader to Council of Safety of Penna. 

Pluckemin 5 th Jan y 1777. 
Gentlemen — 

Our militia are in great Distress Let me beg of you, 
again, to forward the Shoes and Stock gs I sent for 
when at Crosswix — About 600 pr of Shoes & Stock 88 , 
200 Blanketts— 200 Shirts— 200 short or long Jacketts, 
if to be had — These Articles are not to be had here 
& the Militia must return unless immediately supplyed 
— I have not time to inform you of our Successes — 300 
prisoners were taken at Prince Town by the different 
Parties who pursued and those taken in the Town — 
The Enemy have left Brunswick &, I have no doubt, 
will leave this State in a few Days — I beg you send a 
carefull person with the above Articles to Morris Town 
with the utmost Dispatch — but do not direct it to any 
Q r Master or we shall be disapointed — Be pleased to 
direct to me— 

I am Gent : with great Respect 
Your most ob' Sert. 
John Cadwalader 
Brig. Gen. 

Brig. Genl. T. Conway to Supreme Executive Council of Penna. 
Warminster Camp, Bucks County 

17th August 1777. 
Gentlemen 

I Did myself the honour to write to the Board three 
Days ago, concerning the Weakness of" the Pennsyl- 
vania Regiments, and propos'd the means by which 
I imagined they might be reinforc'd. although I was 
not consulted on the subject, it is nevertheless the 
Duty of an officer to give his advice when he has rea- 
sons to Believe that it might contribute to the Welfare 
of the Cause. Since the Last Letter I had the honour 
of writing to you, I heard that you had Resolved to 
send seven hundred and fifty men to the Northern 
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army. I must own to you that this resolve seems to 
me to be nothing else than wasting men in a most 
wanton manner, and at a time when men are so hard 
to be gott. I have already mentioned that in general 
Bodys of Militia were of Little use, But certainly if 
they are of no great use in their own country, they 
will be infinitely Less so, if they are sent two or three 
hundred miles from it. one half of those seven hun- 
dred men will remain sick or desert in the road and 
what handfull of them might reach the northern Army, 
will Do but little execution. What great strength will 
a few harrass 'd raw men add to all the eastern militia 
and the troops already gather 'd? none indeed; but 
seven hundred men taken from this State in the pres- 
ent juncture will injure it very much it seems Clear 
to every man in the Continent this Day, that Phila- 
delphia is the enemy's chief object, he certainly 
means to Visit that place, and will attempt it before 
this campaign is over, you have nothing to Depend 
upon but your own troops, for the enemy will make 
such feints manceuvers and Diversions as will De- 
prive you from the succour of the other States; and 
indeed you might Do without it, if you make proper 
use of your own forces; sent there your troops make 
up the strong half of this army, and although your 
regiments are not what they should or might be, yet 
they seem to me beyond the others. I am sure you 
could make up an army able to stop Mr. Howe's prog- 
ress; this must be your chief care; reinforce your 
Regiments and Do not Deprive yourselves of men 
which you certainly will want before it is long. 

I speak to you freely and candidly as Becomes a 
man who fights for Liberty. 

I am with Respect 

Gentlemen 

Your most obed' humble 
Servant T. Conway B. G. 
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Brig. Gen. John Glover to General Washington. 

Garrison West Point 28 Jan y , 1781. 
Sir/ 

Its now about Eight weeks Since I made applica- 
tion to your Excellency for Leave of Absence, at which 
Time flattered myself with hopes of being Indulge* 
in y e Cours of the winter when it Could be Granted, 
without injury to y e Service. — 

Neither business, or Amusements, of any kind, how- 
ever advantageous, pleasing or Satisfactory, in the 
Enjoyment, would have induce* me to Address* your 
Excellency, A second Time on y e Subject, but Duty 
and Affection to my helpless Orphan Children, (for 
so I must Call them in my absence) Calls Aloud, & 
urges the necessity, of my makeing them a Visit, be- 
fore the Campaign oppens; or they must unavoidably 
Suffer, being all Very young, by no means Capable 
of Takeing Care of themselves, excepting a Daughter, 
of Eighteen, who, has the Charge of Eight others, a 
burden much too Great, for So young a person; and 
what makes it exceedingly more So, they Live in a 
Sea Port Town where the necessaries of Life, are very 
Dear, and hard to be Come at, even were they Poses* 
of y means, which at present (I am Sorry to Say) 
they are not; nor is it in my power to furnish them, 
not haveing received any pay for twenty months. 

A few days Ago, I received a Letter from my 
Daughter, the purport of which, must have Rouse*, & 
Awakend the Attention ; of the most unnatural parent, 
much more one who, is Very particularly attach* to 
his Children; — This may be Call* a weakness in me: 
however, its Such a weakness as I at all Times take 
pride in Shewing. 

The State and Situation, of my family, haveing been 
Communicated, without any reserve, or the least Col- 
ouring; which Sir, you may Depend on, are founded 

Vol. XLIL— 6 
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on facts, Should they have any waite with your Ex- 
cellency, the favor will be most Greatfully Acknowl- 
edged. 

I am Sir Very Respectfully 
your Excellncy's 
Most Ob dt Hb le Ser* 
Jn. Glover 
B. General. 
His Excell. General Washington. 

Col. Mordecai Gist to Gov. B. H. Lee. 

Camp Pompon, 30 Miles from 
Charles Town 10 Feby. 1782 
Dear Sir 

I received your favor of the 6 th Dec r with the en- 
closure and was truly mortified that the Signature 
was not as you had suggested, nor the contents either 
softend or embellishd, by a single sentence from the 
fair; yet I consider myself indebted to you, and beg 
you to accept of my thanks for your care in forward- 
ing it. 

About 400 British & Hessian Troops arrived at 
Charles Town last Month, but we have no intelligence 
of the re-inforcement of three Regts. of British & 
Regt. of Hessian Grenadiers, said to be destined from 
New York to that place in Dec 1 last 

Since the enemies' evacuation of Johns Island, 
nothing material has happened — they remain confined 
to the limits of James Island, Charles Town & their 
Lines at the Quarter House; without any attempts to 
disturb us or the Assembly which has been sitting 
some time past at Jackson 'sburgh; at which the 
Soldiers & the Citizens have equal privileges. 

The expediency of raising 2,500 Negroes for the 
defence of the State has been strongly urg'd in the 
Assembly and warmly debated, but rejected by a 
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large majority, the following is the Substance of 
some Bills pass'd the House (vizt) 

an Act to invest the Governor & Council with some 
extraordinary powers during the recess of the As- 
sembly. An Act, to Sequester the Estates of cer- 
tain individuals now with the Enemy. 
— To raise by voluntary enlistment two Battalions of 
Continental Troops on a Bounty of one Negroe an- 
nually. 

— To furnish the Southern army with 1200 Negroes 
to serve as waggoners, pioneers, Camp Color men 
&ce. 

— To present General Greene with 10,000 guineas in 
Lands and Negroes as a complimentary acknowledg- 
ment of his distinguish 'd Services in the Southern 
Army. 

I am informed that Mr Legh Masters on his pas- 
sage from Baltimore last year was taken prisoner 
and carried into George Town and that he is now 
with Mr. Hager (?) on the Congarees in this State, and 
purposes to set out for Maryland to preserve his 
Estates from confiscation as soon as he is able to 
procure Horses for the journey 

I wish the unhappy man may arrive in time. 

I will thank you to inform me if the Council have 
agreed to accept of the money left with Mr. J. Chase, 
in specie, for my first-payment of a Lot Bot. of the 
Commissioners at whetstone point 

Make my compliments acceptable to Mrs Lee 
I have the Honor to be 

with perfect Respect & Esteem 
y. mo. obd' Servt. 

M. Gist. 
His Excellency 
Gov r Lee. 
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Major Caleb Gibbs to Lieut. Col. Humphreys. 

Garrison of West Point 
Nov r 20 th 1783— 
D r Humphreys — 

In addition to the minutes I gave you previous to 
your departure from this Garrison, I have recollected 
something I think more interesting to me, and which 
I inclose you. 

I beg your attention to them, and as I have not prop- 
erly arranged them, I wish you would do it for me. 

This My D. Sir being the last request as a military 
man, I rest satisfied that a completion of my wishes 
will at this time be accomplished. However pleased 
some may be, by their late Brevett promotions; I 
think the Certificate I shall obtain from the General 
will far excel a Brevett of Col In fact, if it were 
possible for to effect an Exchange I would not do it. 

May I not ask you to have the Certificate drawn 
on Strong gilt folio paper, for three Beasons — First 
Because it is the handsomest kind of paper — Secondly, 
the most valuable and the gilt edge more takeing with 
us New England people. Thirdly and lastly Because 
it is more respectable and most durable, more cogent 
reasons may be offered but three must at present be 
sufficient — If not too great a favour, could I get you 
to beg the General to let me have the Certificate in 
his own hand writing. For I intend it shall be left 
as a Legacy to my Children's Children even to the 
latest Generation. 

I am apprehensive that for want of the one thing 
needfull and not being in full blast, I shall be deprived 
of the superb felicity of being at New York on the 
Great Day, [mended] therefore should be glad if 
you would be good enough to accomplish my important 
business, and forward it to me before that time, as 
the nigher you and the General draw to the close of 
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your Military life, the more you will be perplexed and 
hurried. 

Pray offer me in terms of great affection to the 
General and to M rs Washington, and Compl 18 to my 
Virginia Friends. I wish you and your Coleagues an 
agreeable Journey to the south, and with the sweets 
of domestic Life may you all be fill' 1 with the juices 
of the most fragrant flowers. 

I flatter myself of seeing you and Walker with your 
health more established — is the earnest wish of 
Your sincere friend 

& Very humble Servant 
C. Gibbs. 
L' Col Humphrey. 



